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TRAVELLERS’ SITE 

GO-AHEAD protesters? 


by LOUISE SASSOON 
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A CONTROVERSIAL 
plan for a travellers* 
site has been given 
the go-ahead, despite 
more than 4,000 peo- 
ple opposing it. 

But protesters against 
the unpopular develop- 
ment for Severalls Lane, 
Colchester, could still have 
the last laugh after it was 
revealed crucial conditions 
need to be met in order to 
clinch the deal. 

Nearly 200 people packed 
Colchester s Moot Hall hurt rugh I 
to hear councillor* agree to build 
a dozen family unit* on green 
land off Several la Lane 
Resident* and a panel of vuuting 
councillor* told member* of the 
borough council's planning com- 



• Protest - at Colchester's Moot Hall before the meeting. Picture. STEVE ARGENT iS2bo^3» 


mittee their thought* on the blocks with a kitchen, lounge and fence, would impose on the coun 

•‘theme in the three-hour meeting bathroom for travelling families tryidde 

Moat said Die *ite, which would would raise the fear of crime Only a handful of w-ople sup^ 

be managed by Essex County They also anid the site, which ported the scheme, which has hern 
C ouncil and provide 12 three-room would be surrounded by a high in the pipeline fur two years after 


We’ll carry on our campaign, vow opponents: page 3 


councillor* agreed a traveller, site 
waa needed somewhere in the bor- 
ough 

Members of the planning com- 
mittee were also divided on 
whether the area waa suitable for 
the development. 

This was despite the (act that 
their own planning officers staled 
the site waa identified as being the 
best for the job after "lengthy and 
costly’ consultation*. 

Committee members finally 
agreed to give the plans the green 
light on the condition that a foot- 
path running from the ate. which 
is earmarked on land owned by 
protester*, would be provided 
They also agreed that no work 
would be done unUl a third survey 
was completed in spring next year 
to see if rare great crested newts 
are living in the area 
Eugene Kruflf (Con. Wivenhoe 
Cmasi told fellAw member* the 
fear of crime was not enough for 
the application to be refused 
He also said the 24-hour man 
agement of the site would combat 
potential bad behaviour 
He said "We cannot oppose it for 
these reasons because if it went to 
appeal it would get overturned * 

A total of seven councillor* voted 
in favour of the proposal. 



